Minutes of the SNG Community Development Committee

October 13, 2009

Present: Charlie Hoffman (chair), Tracy Singleton, Katya Pilling (Seward Redesign), Sheldon Mains and Bernie Waibel (minutes).

Tracy related that she has been discussing with Redesign ways to expand her coffeeshop at 3311 E. 25th Street. The coffeeshop has been more successful than even she anticipated so that during the peak season of summer, there are sometimes more than nine cooks in the small kitchen trying to satisfy demand.

Discussion centered on what made the restaurant attractive to so many customers. Part of the appeal (in addition to its delicious servings) is obviously its location near the Parkway and Midtown Greenway. The residential location also contributes in creating a special ambiance as does its history as a neighborhood store for many decades. Tracy felt that to leave the location for one nearer the Greenway or Franklin would cause the restaurant to lose much of its cachet.

Several years ago when it became available, Tracy bought the adjacent property to the south at 2505 33rd Av. S. The house is quite small and run-down and is only marginally viable (it has a 704 s.f. footprint; only one bedroom and a partial basement). If the two lots were replatted so that the property line ran north-south instead of east-west and the deteriorated house removed, there would be a backyard for the house on the current Birchwood site (2501 33rd Av. S). Likewise, the restaurant could expand southward with a larger kitchen and several parking spots for employees. The City will not allow expansion onto a platted site that is not part of the original site.

The restaurant could expand upwards but this might be out of character for the streetscape. Tracy wants the support of neighbors in whatever she does.

Tracy will return to the Committee over the coming months as she learns more in her discussions with the City and architects.
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