Minutes, Community Development Committee, January 8, 2008

Attending: Charlie Hoffman (Chair), Akesa Mafi, Xena HNuff, Ethan Johnson, Alice and Jeremy Rasmussen, Mary Gaytan, Kathy Sikora, Bob Hain, Ewart Martens, Sheldon Mains, Sugbu Sastry, Leigh Rosenberg, Brian Major, Emily Wergin, Bernie Waibel (minutes).  

Introductions were made and minutes were approved from the November meeting (no December meeting).  

The Hub of Heaven Community Garden at E. 26th Street and 28th Ave. S. can be purchased from the City for use as a garden.  There was a discussion as to whether the site would be a good homesite.  The Committee determined that given the size of the lot (only 2,760 s.f.); location on a truck route and its positioning across the street from a busy plumbing parts warehouse, the site would better serve the community in its current capacity, as a garden.

Many gardeners don’t have the space or adequate light to plant a garden at their own properties and many people garden at the Hub site for social reasons –the garden is a great community building activity.    

If the site is purchased by SNG or another nonprofit entity, taxes of several hundred dollars annually must be paid.   The $25 rental rate currently charged for a plot is about the maximum given the size of the plots, about 4’ by 9’ on average.  There are about 25 plots so gross income is about $625.  Management of the garden will have to be done in the future by volunteers though there is a strong possibility of receiving a grant to improve the garden (to rebuild the plot retaining walls, etc.).  Expenses could therefore be minimal for a number of years.  

Given the strong support for the garden Charlie suggested that the folks using the garden form a steering committee to make a proposal to SNG regarding upkeep, administration, taxes, etc..  Xena, Ethan, Mary and Bernie will form a committee to explore options.    

Motion: Moved that the SNG be on record as favoring the use of the site at 2726 E. 24th Street as public gardens pending resolution of matters such as the site’s management, taxes, etc..  

Kathy moved and Sheldon seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

____________

Emily reported that Seward Redesign and SNG have received an award of $30K (and SR has received an additional $15K) to perform planning for Franklin Avenue.  Franklin Avenue is slated for repaving/redevelopment in 2014 (or possibly later) and planning needs to be done now concerning some broader issues, including lighting, best uses, furthering of pedestrian safety, residential densities, etc.. 

There was a discussion about how to implement the planning and what is needed to get going.  Bob and Ewart suggested that given the number of studies done over the last ten years at the LRT station and others on the Avenue, those studies and their findings be gathered and inventoried.  Other constituencies such as the SNG Crime and Safety Committee and the Seward Civic and Commerce be invited to participate.  The AIOC at the LRT station should also be invited to participate in the planning.  

The Avenue should be broken into sections or nodes for discussion purposes.  Agreement emerged on four sections, west to east: the LRT station to 22nd Avenue; 22nd to 25th Avenues; 25th to 28th Avenues, and 28th Avenue to the river. Enough businesses and residents will be affected within each of these areas to ensure good, meaningful discussions.   

One of the many successes of the Midtown Greenway Area Planning Study completed in 2004 is that it provides something akin to a master plan, which will inform developers what the neighborhood wishes to see at different points along the Greenway. A similar master plan is needed for Franklin Avenue.  Charlie recalled the Big Olaf Restaurant site proposal, where a several story condo building was proposed by developers.  Everyone from the neighborhood thought the proposed building to be inappropriate but had there been a master plan in place, SNG staff could have pointed this out to the developers and much angst could have been avoided. 

Staff will keep the CDC apprised of upcoming planning meetings. 

________________

The old Smiley’s Clinic Building, now known as the True Thai Building is nearing completion.  True Thai will approximately double its space by expanding westward.  Redesign will use about 1,600 s.f. and will move out of its current shared arrangement with SNG in the old Do-All Building. A vegan boutique known as “Fast and Fearless” will open in Feburary with 800 s.f., and Jim the Barber will remain in his new but smaller quarters.

________________

Jeremy and Alice informed the group that their building at 2653 37th Av. S. is again being listed for sale.  The building has about 15,000 s.f. and the site includes three lots.  At one time the building housed the family’s chauffer and limousine service. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.. 

