Minutes of the SNG Community Development Committee
February 9, 2010
 

Present: Charlie Hoffman (chair), Ken Webb, Robin Garwood (Cam Gordon’s office), Katya Pilling (Seward Redesign), Sheldon Mains, Bob Hain, Peter Fleck, Nancy Sampson, Stefan Meyer (Seward Urban Farm Project), Nicholas Rigger, Stacy Stanley, Mary Gaytan, Greg Klave, and Bernie Waibel (minutes).

______________________________

Katya reported that the old Bystrom Bros. machining site on Snelling Avenue near Hiawatha is cash flowing but there are spaces that could be better utilized such as a parking lot at the NE corner of the planned intersection of E. 22nd and Cedar Avenue.  The lot is about ¼ acre in size and is paved.  Redesign has searched for ‘holding strategies’ for the property while the economy recovers and has found one for the parking lot in the shape of a garden. 

Stefan reported that an urban garden in Milwaukee (‘Growing Power’, http://www.growingpower.org/headquarters.htm) has been successful by placing 18 inches of wood chips atop parking lot asphalt and then installing soil above.  There is no barrier between the chips and the soil, but plants tend not to send roots into the chips.  

A Seward garden would be operated as a CSA program (Community Supported Agriculture) with membership and possibly reduced cost for produce if time and work are invested by members.  The infrastructure for the project would cost about $23,000 though Stefan hopes to reduce that amount.  There will be a small stipend for his work. 

The site will include an unheated ‘hoop house’ built of tubular steel supports and covered with translucent plastic panels; several long growing beds; a small cooling building to chill and hold produce for several hours after harvesting and lastly, a large composting area.  The hoop house (aka ‘high tunnel’) will be unheated and will allow the growing season to be extended at each end, perfect for eggplant, salad greens, melons, peppers, etc..  The house will measure 30’ x 70’ and will cost about $5K.  

A fairly large composting area will allow the production of the enriched soil needed for the site.  Right now, it’s not certain whether neighborhood residents will be encouraged to bring vegetative matter to the site for composting. An attendee strongly encouraged Stefan to consider this and a discussion ensued about a pilot program in Linden Hills which collects household compostable material.  Smaller, locally owned grocery stores such as Cub could be requested to separate their compostables for use at the garden. 

Redesign is now writing grant proposals seeking funding for a youth farm component to teach and provide hands-on experience (Redesign is also keeping in mind the old Peace Garden site at Matthews).  There are two small grants in hand at this time from the Seward Co-op and the Patagonia Foundation. 

Attendees were excited about the plans and promised a warm reception when Stefan and Redesign return at a future date to request support for a zoning variance.

____________________________

Katya reported that Redesign is working with Articulture to submit a grant proposal to Compass (www.mncompass.org) in the amount of $4K for a banner at Seward Market.  After the three murders at the store, the community’s participation in the banner’s creation will help heal the community.  Multiple photographs taken by neighborhood residents showing life in the community will be printed on the banner. A good quality banner can be purchased which will last longer than a year and will allow for the printing of detailed photos.  

A website was discussed where photos could be submitted and where a mockup of the banner could be displayed.  The Powderhorn community has a website (‘Powderhorn 365’, http://www.powderhorn365.com/index.php?/pages/about.html) where a different photo of that community is posted daily.

Motion: Moved that SNG send a letter of support for the Seward Market banner project.  Sheldon moved and Ken seconded.  All attendees voted in favor of the motion (Robin abstained).  
____________________________

Katya described the work performed over the last two years which was funded by grants from the City’s Great Streets Business Districts Support program.  Two years ago in the first year of funding, planning for Franklin Avenue was accomplished.  Last year, a business directory was generated; the Franklin Frolic was conducted and data was compiled to help recruitment of additional retail.  The funding last year consisted of  a $40K Great Streets grant from the City augmented by a $20K grant from Wells Fargo.  

This year, Redesign is applying for a Great Streets grant to: provide architectural assistance to businesses; recruit retail businesses to fill some of the empty storefronts on Franklin; provide workshops for immigrant business owners; support investment in existing buildings and lastly, to continue support for the Seward Civic and Commerce Association (SCCA).  Support for SCCA will include: a reprise of Franklin Frolic; a web presence by SCCA; participation by immigrant businesses and possibly, support for the banner to be hung on Seward Market.  

Redesign is aware of a couple of St. Paul businesses which want to expand across the river and it will seek more businesses with similar plans.

An attendee suggested that removal of piled-up snow from the business district would help with the business’ image but Charlie reported that the SCCA had discussed this topic on several occasions and had decided not to pursue a ‘special taxing district’.  

Motion: Moved that SNG generate a letter of support for Seward Redesign’s Great Streets grant proposal.  Sheldon moved and Peter seconded. All attendees voted in favor of the motion (Robin abstained).  

_______________________________

Robin reported that he had just come from a Minnesota Department of Transportation meeting at Cabrini church where the Department outlined its plans for the ‘I94 Noise Reduction Project.’  Transportation officials said that new noise walls would be cost-effective between Cedar and 20th Avenues and between 22nd and 25th Avenues.  The stretch between 20th and 22nd Avenues already has noise walls. Robin will inform the Committee as more decisions are made concerning the walls.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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